November 2017

The Rock Road

Dear St. Peter's Family,

The Rev. Bert Baetz,
Rector

Janet Boutin,
Director, School

I always welcome and appreciate the questions asked by the children in our parish and school.
The other day, one little girl noticed the sacristy on her way out of school chapel, and she asked,
"Fr. Bert, is that your kitchen?" I explained to her how it is not my kitchen, but it did give me reason to think about the preparation that takes place in the sacristy, much like a kitchen.
The plan for the reception for our ingathering Sunday fits perfectly with our stewardship theme:
what we give, we gain. We are invited to contribute an ingredient (sugar, eggs, etc), and our ingredients will turn into something much more, a food to be enjoyed in fellowship on Sunday, November 12. What we give, we gain.
In one respect, what happens on Sunday mornings does begin in the sacristy. The altar guild
works behind the scenes before our worship, and they work with the same attention to detail found
in the finest of restaurants. The altar guild sets the table, and then we ought to expect more to
happen once we commence with our worship. What we give, we gain.
In my Episcopal Way class, I teach on the dynamic nature of our worship; God is active and in
motion throughout our worship. I am particularly struck by how much more comes out of our worship. We place a few ordinary elements on the altar that become more than they were to begin
with.

Chrisie Jennings,
Parish Administrator

The earliest Christians knew the process required to bring the bread and wine to the altar because
they made the bread and wine! The grain required for the bread was the first gift, and the bread
was the second gift. In the beginning of creation, we were asked to cultivate the earth, and in
making bread, the earliest Christians and any of you bakers are obedient to do so. The same is
true of the grape. It is the first gift, and it becomes more when it is turned into wine.
These gifts of bread and wine are then placed on the altar, and we ask God to do even more with
these ordinary elements. And, by the grace of God, it happens. These gifts of bread and wine are
sanctified to be for God's people the Body and Blood of Christ, the holy food and drink of new and
unending life. So, it is even better than it was. What we give, we gain.

Linda Jordan, Dir.
Parish Life

David Miron, Dir.
of Music/Organist

While the earliest Christians brought their homemade bread and wine to the table, we still bring the
fruits of our labor to the altar when we ask God to do something with the money we place on his
altar. What we give, we gain.

Quite simply, this is what our fall stewardship campaign is about. This is what our life is about
when we give to the living God. In offering to God our bread, wine, money, souls, and bodies, we
can expect more in life from the one who multiplied the loaves and raised the dead. With our God,
the first gift is not the last. We have a God who delights in his own perpetual act of giving. When
we turn to him, we ought to expect more. In him, what we give, we gain.
Faithfully,

Guy Scott, Facilities Manager
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BEST TIMERS

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Social hour luncheon! Join us, won’t you?

All children from kinder to 5th grade are invited to
Pete’s Peeps (K-2nd) and St. Peter’s Children’s
Choir (3rd-5th) on Wednesday nights at 5:15 in the
choir room, next to Cottage Shop. We’ll be singing
at Fr. Bert’s installation service November 2 at 6
PM, and at the Service of Lessons and Carols on
December 3rd at 5:30 PM. Choir is a ‘team sport’ ,
and children learn not only more about music, but
also about working together to serve God in praise.
Obviously, participation of children requires
parent’s support to bring them to rehearsal and the
times when we sing. Parents are welcome to stay
for rehearsal or attend Wednesday evening Eucharist. If you have any questions please contact
david@stpeterskerrville.com. I hope to see your
children there in the coming weeks.

We have the BEST TIME!

Meet us Nov. 16th
11:30AM at Bella Sera
(2124 Sidney Baker St.)

RSVP to Lynda Griffin at (830) 896-5163
____________________________________________________

Jerome Jots
The St. Jerome Library Guild will meet
Wednesday, November 1, at 2 pm in the
library.
The library is open Monday – Thursday, 9-4
and Friday 9 – noon. It is located on the first
floor of the Office Building. Books are selfcheck-out.
_______________________________________________

St. Peter’s Labyrinth
Now that we are enjoying cooler weather, it is the perfect time to walk the labyrinth at St. Peter’s.
If anyone who has never walked The Labyrinth and
would like to find out more about it, please let me know.
I would love to talk to you about it or even meet you at
the labyrinth to personally greet you and talk to you
about this spiritual path.
My email address is DeeElliott@hctc.net or you can call
me at 830-329-5122.
Love & peace,
Dee Elliott
The Labyrinth Guild

NOVEMBER USHER SCHEDULE
9:30 AM SERVICE:
05Gail & David Brown
12Karen Jackson, Hiram Wilson
19Kay Bruce, Nellwyn Sadler
26Andy Bachofen, Jimmy Wheat
11:15 AM SERVICE:
Ross Rommell, Bill Crumrine, Mark Haufler
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LOST WOMEN OF THE BIBLE BOOK STUDY
The book study, LOST WOMEN OF THE BIBLE: THE WOMEN WE THOUGHT
WE KNEW, by Carolyn Custis James, is for women of all ages. The group meets
on Wednesday, November 1st, upstairs in the church office office’s Audio Visual
Room, from 6:30 pm until 7:30 pm. If you are able, please meet for dinner at 5:45
pm in Tucker Hall.
The following is the schedule for the remainder of the year:
PLEASE NOTE THIS TIME, DATE, AND VENUE CHANGE
Wednesday, November 1 Recovering the Blessed Alliance
St. Peter’s A/V Rm
Paul and the Women of Philippi
RETURN TO THE HOME OF FRAN COX FROM 5-7 PM
Thursday, December 7
Conclusion: Lost and Found
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____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE/VISITATION MINISTRY

We are asking our church family to assist us with gathering names and phone numbers of members who may
be unable to attend church on a regular basis, or who are suffering from a medical condition or recent loss of a
loved one, or other circumstances requiring a little TLV. We currently have additional helpers enabling us to
expand on the number of people we are trying to contact. Needless to say, we are not always aware when
life-changing events affect our church family.
If you know of someone who might be needing emotional support, please contact Karen Weber at
830-895-9566, or email at tkweber@windstream.net.
“We give glory to God by knowing Christ and making Him known to others.”
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Path of Life: This bible study meets at 10:30 am in the Multipurpose Room. It focuses on the Gospel of John.
The group is open to women of all ages. Becky Purl and Betty Mosty are co-leaders.
At 5:45 pm, supper will be served in Tucker Hall. Emily Carlos is in the kitchen whipping up yummy dinners this
for our whole family. Please join us.
Following dinner there are a couple options for you and your family:

The Episcopal Way: The earliest Christians were known as the people of the Way, and in the Episcopal

Church, we are gifted with a distinct way of expressing our Christian faith. Please join us for a class led by Fr.
Bert, and on occasion another teacher, to learn what it means to be rooted in the Episcopal way of worship and
life. The class will be held in Tucker Hall on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm, following the supper. This class
reminds you of why you fell in love with our Episcopal Church. Fr. Bert welcomes ANY and ALL of us to come,
hear, ask and enjoy learning about our rich history in the Episcopal Church; learning why we do, say, sing and
pray the way we do; and learning the meaning behind it all down to the colors during each season. Anyone interested in being confirmed, received or reaffirmed into the Episcopal church during our next Sunday morning
visit from one of our Bishops is encouraged to participate in this class. If you have any questions, please contact Fr. Bert or Linda Jordan at the church office.

Sisters In Scripture: Life Group meets in the church parlor from 6:30 to 7:30 pm with Lisa Earl. This Life
Group is for young women and young moms. The group supports and prays for each other in their daily walks
with Christ as well as participates in a Christian book study. The book study for this fall semester is posted on
the Sisters In Scripture Facebook page. Please feel free to contact Lisa Earl at 928-7299 with any questions or
suggestions.
KING’S KIDZ on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm for young children (infants through 5th grade). The children are divided into at least 2 different age groups. The young ones (2 years old and younger) will be in the Children’s Center with a minimum of two St. Peter’s childcare workers. The little ones can play, draw, color, sing, hear about
Jesus and even take a nap if they wish. The older children (3 years old through 5th grade) will meet in the Youth
Room in Shelton Hall. This group of children will be studying the Book of Matthew as well as singing a few
songs, creating a craft project and playing outside. King’s Kidz is a loving, safe place in which children can
come hang out with their friends and have fun while learning about Jesus and His love for each and every child.
SENIOR GAME DAY: Meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month at 3:00 pm in the Multi-Purpose
Room unless the church office happens to be closed for a holiday. What is Senior Game Day? It is a day set
aside for those of you that have an interest in meeting with others for an afternoon of dominoes, Rummikub,
cards, and other games. Coffee, tea, and lemonade will be provided. Afterwards, if you wish, you can attend
the Eucharist at 5:15 pm , and supper at 5:45.
___________________________________________________________________________________

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
is hosting an Advent Wreath Event & Supper

Wednesday, November 29th @5:45 pm in Tucker Hall
All the supplies will be provided to create and design your very own Advent Wreath
to take home. Do bring a pair of pruning shears or kitchen scissors that are strong
enough to cut thick woody stems.
RSVP to the church office at 257-8162.
Donations are accepted to help aid in covering supply costs.
“We give glory to God by knowing Christ and making Him known to others.”
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October Vestry Highlights
The Vestry met on Monday, October 16 at 5:30pm. Fr. Bert opened the meeting in prayer, and at the beginning
of the meeting, the Vestry approved the minutes from the September 18 meeting.
Chrisie Jennings, Parish Administrator, presented the financials that she worked on with Catherine Schulte,
Treasurer. Previously emailed, Sept. financials showed overall income at 68% and expenses at 68%. Pledged
and non-pledged giving is at 66%. Each expense category is below budget. The Vestry approved the financials.
Brooksie Bledsoe reported on behalf of the Newcomers Committee. A party for newcomers with appetizers will
be held on Nov. 7, 6:00 pm at the home of Ellen and Paul Schoenfield. Twenty-seven (27) newcomers have
been invited to the party.
Lou Ann Maxwell reported on behalf of the ECW. The minutes of the October 5 General Meeting and successful Style Show were presented. The financial balance is $55,000 with yearly donations within the church and
community to be given soon.

Deborah Rommel reported on behalf of St. Peter’s School. Enrollment is at full capacity. A balanced budget
for 2017-2018 has been approved. All are encouraged to attend this eveningʼs Open House and Book Fair.
Lee Underwood, Junior Warden, reported to the Vestry. Lee is still waiting to hear from the roof company. The
walkway between buildings still needs repair. The kitchen AC is 75% fixed, but a part has been ordered from
the factory. Signage for Tucker Hall which would do double duty for Handicap parking on Sundays and church
program school parking on weekdays was discussed. An example of the signage had been researched by
Chrisie, and the example was circulated to the Vestry.
Barbara Cordova, Senior Warden, reported to the Vestry. Barbara presented the timeliness for the nominations
committee for Vestry elections. The nominations committee was formed, including Jason Blewett, Art Bogie,
Barbara Cordova, Fred Henneke, and Deborah Rommel.
Fr. Bert Baetz shared the Rector’s report. Fr. Bert reported that he has reached an agreement with the Rev.
Michael Wheeler to have Fr. Mike join the church staff as an Assistant Priest. At this point, Fr. Mike will mostly
assist Fr. Bert with worship and the ministry of pastoral care.
Fr. Bert also reported on the plans for the Thanksgiving meal (Wednesday, Nov. 22) that will also include an
inreach effort to take meals to homebound parishioners. The turkey and dressing for the meals will be provided
by Francisco’s.
Fr. Bert reported on the financial stewardship campaign for this fall with the theme What we give, we gain. Fr.
Bert has been working with the theme in his teaching, preaching, and writing to the parish. The campaign will
culminate with our Ingathering Sunday on Nov. 12.
Fr. Bert connected the theme with the work and purpose of a narrative budget. Fr. Bert, Chrisie, and Catherine
presented a pie chart that breaks down the church’s expenses into the categories of Worship, Christian Formation, Inreach, Outreach, and Communications. With these efforts, the rector, vestry, and staff are continuing
to look at our finances through the narrative budget process.
The Vestry and Rector discussed the designation of the open plate on the 4th Sunday going toward the B.T.
Wilson fund for a portion of their current needs.
The Vestry agreed to pay the school music teacher’s salary for 2016-17 and for half of the 2017-18 salary.
Funds from the Burney Fund will be used.
When the meeting adjourned, several of the Vestry members accompanied the Rector to the St. Peter’s School
Open House.
The next meeting will be Monday, November 20 at 5:30pm in the Multi-purpose Room of Tucker Hall. As always, anyone in the parish is welcome to attend. If you wish to be on the agenda and speak, however, please
notify the Rector no later than the previous Wednesday, November 15, when he writes the Agenda and then
emails the Agenda to the Vestry.
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A Warm Welcome
Please give the Rev. J. Michael “Mike” Wheeler a warm welcome in his
new role at St. Peter’s. Many of you know Father Mike, having heard him
preach at St. Peter’s. In addition, he was a contributing speaker during
last year’s Lenten Series. Father Mike joins us on a part-time basis as
an Assistant Priest to Father Bert..
First serving a Baptist church as pastor six years in the Beaumont area
(where he “blessedly” met Father DickElwood), Father Mike entered The
Episcopal Church in 1987, serving two parishes in Houston—St. Martin’s
and St. Christopher’s; then in the Diocese of Missouri until
retirement two years ago.
Today, Father Mike and his wife, Robin, enjoy active membership at St. Peter’s, and the beautiful Texas Hill Country life at their home
in Hunt. Together, they have four children and three grandchildren.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Financials Update
(through September)
Total income Year-to-Date: $554,242
Budgeted income Year-to-Date: $611,230
Total expenses Year-to-Date: $642,378
Budgeted expenses Year-to-Date: $706,085
Total (loss) Year-to-Date: $ -88,136
Budgeted (loss) Year-to-Date: $ -94,855

In summary, our Vestry and parishioners approved a deficit budget this year. At this point in time (3rd
quarter), we are under budget with our expenses, primarily due to expense management. Please make a
mental note that the total income includes our customary budgeted transfers from endowments
(Maintenance Fund, Burney Fund, Benevolence Fund).
Your giving is most appreciated, and needed! This would be an ideal time to check on the status of your pledge
for 2017. Please contact Chrisie at 830-257-8162 ext. 256 to do so. Stay tuned for more information regarding
2018. We have an exciting future at St. Peter’s now, and for many years to come.
Father Bert continues to remind us that what we give, we gain,.
Proverbs 11:24a “Those who give generously receive more”
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Friday Book Study

THE COTTAGE SHOP
(830)257-0290
Hours are Tuesday , Thursday, Friday, 9-5PM
or Saturday, 9-1

The shop is still seeking a C.E.O.! Cathy Murray
will be retiring at the end of this year. She is eager
to train new leadership. The job could for one
year, or two, or more!
Remember her when you hear Time, Treasure, and
Talent, and how important that is! Your TIME is
needed! Your TALENT is needed! And you will
be a TREASURE!

Like” us on Facebook to keep up with our
sales and mark-downs.

SHOP

DONATE

VOLUNTEER

We are an ecumenical group that meets every Friday
from 11 to noon in the Audio-Visual Room in the Office Building. We are a study group versus a book
club, which means we go slowly and seek the Holy
Spirit’s guidance as we read and discuss. All are welcome who like to read books that challenge and help
us to grow in God’s love.
We have just started Simplicity: The Freedom of Letting Go by Fr. Richard Rohr. This is
a book we read several years ago,
and we decided it is time to revisit it.
A challenging book? You decide.
“To get a real grasp of the truth of
the Gospel, I believe we have to
enter into solidarity with at least one
person who’s different from us. This
means crossing over the line to the
other side. For example, if you’re
afraid of a certain race or a certain religion, then the
best thing is to head directly there. If a certain set of
people scare you, then you have to enter into solidarity with them. We have to view reality from their standpoint. That’s why Jesus says we have to love our enemies. It’s the only way to grasp the whole picture. It’s
the only way to learn to love the other side of our
soul.”

THANKSGIVING DINNER
Please join us on Wednesday, November 22nd, for a
Thanksgiving Dinner! Paco, of Francisco’s, will once
again be providing us with turkey and dressing. We
ask that you bring a hot dish to share with all. Please
RSVP to the church office at 830-257-8162.

Our Fall UTO In-Gathering will be held Sunday,
November 19. So keep putting coins and prayers of Thanksgiving in your family "Little Blue
Box" and bring them in on the 19th.
Don't have a UTO Blue Box? No problem, there
are plenty in the Narthex. Also, if you would rather make a one-time offering, UTO envelopes will
be provided on that day.
United Thank Offering has been around for more
than 100 years. It begins by dropping coins and
prayers of thanksgivings into a little blue box
which is placed in a special place in your home. It
is a way to pray!
These thank offerings are then gathered in twice a
year and combined with UTO offerings from
churches around the world. One-hundred percent
of monies collected through UTO are used to fund
outreach projects, in our diocese, in our country
and throughout the world-thus giving others
many things for which to be thankful!
Pick up some UTO literature and a blue box today
in the Narthex.
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NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

Cathryn

Eastland

1-Nov

Robert Doyle

Trees

16-Nov

Lucien & Patricia

Freedle

5-Nov

James F.

Hayes

3-Nov

Daniel Scott

Schulte

16-Nov

Beaux & Kristen

Cook

6-Nov

Vern

Stehling

3-Nov

Karen L.

McAshan

16-Nov

Tom & Cathy

Murray

7-Nov

McCain III

17-Nov

Steve King & Renee

Wash

7-Nov

Hannah

Earl

4-Nov

Wescott W.

Wanda

Krolczyk

4-Nov

Ellen

Connelly

19-Nov

Riley & Amy

Rector

11-Nov

Denise

Cartwright

5-Nov

William

Lackey

19-Nov

Joseph & Alice

Shafer

11-Nov

Blake

Sherron

5-Nov

Brent

Wingert

21-Nov

Bob & Pamela

Hoch

14-Nov

Deborah

Rommel

6-Nov

Lucy

Wingert

21-Nov

James & Barbara

Posgate

17-Nov

Lyn

Jones

6-Nov

Pearce

O'Neal

21-Nov

Chris & Megan

Russ

18-Nov

Carolyn

Wheat

6-Nov

Camille

Wingert

22-Nov

Ron & Linda

Imel

19-Nov

Cathy

Martin

23-Nov

Roy

Sullivan

7-Nov

Ken & Carole

Pinkham

30-Nov

Celestine B.

Dryden

23-Nov

Katherine

Simone

7-Nov

Andrew W.

Bachofen

23-Nov

Travis

Tuck

7-Nov

George

Potts

23-Nov

Dee

Elliott

8-Nov

Zachary

Herbst

24-Nov

Samuel

Hunnicutt

9-Nov

Zoe'Anna

Thies

24-Nov

Frances

Peterson

9-Nov

Renee

McNiel

25-Nov

Lillian

Cox

9-Nov

Susan

Clark

25-Nov

Carolyn C.

Bachofen

9-Nov

Charles

Dobbs

25-Nov

Preston

Bowen

9-Nov

Michael

Stebbins

25-Nov

John R.

Mosty

10-Nov

Dustin

Martin

26-Nov

Hannah

Ellwanger

10-Nov

Caetyn

Jones

26-Nov

Debra

Parmley

27-Nov

Christopher

Chalk

10-Nov

Johnny

Ellwanger

29-Nov

Eleanor

Dinsdale

11-Nov

Sharon

Wells

29-Nov

Sydney

DeVore

11-Nov

Jessica

Williams

29-Nov

Betty Ruth

Decker

11-Nov

Katherine

Swanson

29-Nov

Ann

Silvear

12-Nov

John

Wehrung

29-Nov

Betty

Matteson

13-Nov

Troy

Fletcher

30-Nov

David

Pearson

30-Nov

Nellwyn

13-Nov

Elizabeth

Real

30-Nov

Nancy

Sadler
Alvarez
Chedzoy

13-Nov

Hayden

Leonard

30-Nov

Jakob
PJ

Roethler
Jons

13-Nov
14-Nov

Craig

Wolcott

15-Nov

Joanna M.

Darrow

15-Nov
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FUN DAYS IN NOVEMBER
11/2:
11/2:
11/3:
11/8:
11/10:
11/12:
11/13:
11/14:
11/14:
11/15:
11/16:
11/17:
11/21:
11/22:
11/24:
11/24:
11/26:
11/29:

Deviled Eggs Day
Men Make Dinner Day
Sandwich Day
Tongue Twister Day
Forget Me Not Day
Happy Hour Day
World Kindness Day
Spicy Guacamole Day
Pickle Day
Clean Out Your Refrigerator
Use Less Stuff Day
Take a Hike Day
World Hello Day
Go for a Ride Day
Celebrate Your Unique Talent
Buy Nothing Day
Cake Day
Electronic Greeting Card Day
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