December 2017

The Rock Road

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Dear St. Peter’s Family,
The Rev. Bert Baetz,
Rector

The Rev. J. Michael
Wheeler
Assistant Priest

Chrisie Jennings,
Parish Administrator

Linda Jordan, Dir.
Parish Life

David Miron, Dir.
of Music/Organist

I recently performed an office blessing for one of our parishioners, and toward
the beginning of the service, I stood at the entrance to her office and cited Scripture to begin the liturgy: Behold, I stand at the door and knock, says the Lord
(Rev. 3:20). This outward and visible sign at the entrance to an office in Kerrville, Texas certainly points us to an inward and spiritual truth in our lives. With
the Advent season nearly upon us, it is the rich season of the year to listen and
attend to that knock on the door.
Advent is the season that invites us to remember the ways in which God has
come to us, and it is the season that prepares us for his coming again. Behold, I
stand at the door and knock, says the Lord. So, will we answer the door? And
what can be expected when we do? This is the time of year in which we actually
direct our spiritual attention to the advents (comings) of Christ. The liturgical
scholar Pius Parsch describes the threefold coming of Christ in this way: Christ
came in history, Christ comes in mystery, and Christ will come again in majesty.
In Advent, we expand our spiritual horizons to see all the ways in which Christ
advents (comes) to us.
The season of Advent ends with those stories that prepare us for the celebration
of Christ coming in salvation history, namely in the nativity of our Lord. Interestingly, toward the beginning of the Advent season, we actually ponder the ways in
which he will come again. What can we expect when Christ will come again?
Will we answer the door? And who might we expect to enter when and if we do?
It was not long ago when I watched a video of a young girl who received a surprise visit from her father who had been serving in the military. The young girl
was sitting at her desk in her classroom, and when her father entered the classroom, you can imagine what came over the young girl. She was surprised by
joy; she was overcome with excitement to see her father come into the room,
and they embraced one another. Perhaps we will have a similar response when
we open the door for the Lord who knocks. I am reminded of our own Burial Rite
which always begins with those assuring anthems, "As for me, I know that my
Redeemer lives and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. After my awaking, he will raise me up; and in my body I shall see God. I myself shall see, and
my eyes behold him who is my friend and not a stranger" (BCP 491).
I encourage you to not only welcome this season of Advent, but let us also welcome Christ. Let us welcome the one who came to visit us in great humility and
shall come again in glorious majesty. Let us open the door to the one who
knocks.

Janet Boutin,
Director, School

Kay Reicheneau
Asst. Director,
School

Kristen Cook
Admin. Assistant

Barbara Davila
Childcare Coord.

Kara Joy Baker,
Choir Director

Faithfully,

Guy Scott, Facilities
Manager
“We give glory to God by knowing Christ and making Him known to others.”

Amos Rosales,
Sexton
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BEST TIMERS

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Social hour luncheon! Join us, won’t you?
We have the BEST TIME!

Meet us DECEMBER 21st
11:30AM at YO BRANDING IRON RESTAURANT
(2033 Sidney Baker St.)

RSVP to Lynda Griffin at (830) 896-5163
____________________________________________________

SENIOR GAME DAY
– 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month at 3:00 pm in
the Multi-Purpose Room, unless the church office happens to be closed for the upcoming holidays.
What is Senior Game Day? It is a day set aside for
those of you that have an interest in meeting with others
for an afternoon of dominoes, Rummikub, cards, and
other games. Coffee, tea, and lemonade will be provided. Contact Ruth Weems for information about meeting
during the holidays! She may be reached in the church
office 257-8162 on Wednesday mornings 9a-Noon.

Writing this a few days before Thanksgiving, it's my
chance to thank everyone who makes the music at
St. Peter's excellent, and who are all a joy to serve
with: Kara Joy Baker, our chancel choir director;
Rebecca Williamson, leading the new Pete's
Peeps/ St. Peter's Children's Choir; Seth
Weatherford, Steve Schulte, and Mark Voss, the
praise team instrumentalists; and all the members
of the chancel choir and praise team, who volunteer their time week in and week out for the music
ministry. Thank you all so very much! One of my
favorite texts for this time of year, that has been set
to music several times, is by the great spiritual writer Howard Thurman:
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.

The music ministry team prays that you will have
music in your heart this season and always. Many
blessings!
-David Miron
______________________________________

DECEMBER USHER SCHEDULE
9:30 AM SERVICE:
03Gail & David Brown
10Karen Jackson, Nellwyn Sadler
17Sue & Doug Whinnery
24Hiram Wilson, Karen Jackson
Andy Bachofen, Nellwyn Sadler (6pm)
31Kay Bruce, Nellwyn Sadler
11:15 AM SERVICE:
Jimmy Wheat, Herb Williamson,
Karen Weber, Jim Barkley
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Downtown Christmas Walk 2017—Tuesday, December 5th
A Kerrville Tradition Promoting Unity and Fellowship
Make plans now to celebrate this Christmas season by joining Kerrville’s longstanding tradition: Downtown
Christmas Walk. It happens Tuesday night, December 5th 5:30 - 8:30 pm. Kerr Ministerial Alliance hosts a
unique night of Christmas services in five downtown Kerrville churches beginning at 5:30 pm.
In each location, the host church invites a guest minister to teach on a different dimension of the Christmas
story accompanied by Christmas music. After a brief 20-minute service in each location, participants walk together along luminary lighted sidewalks to the next church location.
Pastor David Danielson, leader of Kerr Ministerial Alliance for the last 6 years, says, “The Downtown Christmas Walk is a beautiful expression of the growing unity between many churches and ministries here in Kerr
County, and it’s a perfect way to usher in the Advent season.”
Plan to join your friends and neighbors for the Kerr Ministerial Alliance’s annual Downtown Christmas Walk. It
is truly a one-of-a-kind Hill Country holiday experience for every participant. Love offerings benefiting Salvation Army, St. Vincent de Paul and Christian Assistance Ministries will be accepted.
Downtown Christmas Walk 2017 - ALL ARE WELCOME - Tuesday, December 5, 5:30-8:30 pm
Location 1: 5:30-5:50 pm
Notre Dame Catholic Church—Water between Washington & Tivy
Speaker:
Rev. Joseph Fegenbush, pastor Faith Christian Church
Topic:
Old Testament Prophecies
Music:
Notre Dame Joyful Noise Choir: Songs of Light for Vespers
Location 2: 6:00-6:20 pm
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church—Main at Tivy
Speaker:
Rev. Elaine Dreeben, associate pastor First Presbyterian Church
Topic:
Mary
Music:
St. Peter’s Music Ministry
Location 3: 6:30-6:50 pm
First Assembly of God—Jefferson at Washington
Speaker:
Rev. Mark Green, pastor New Heights Church
Topic:
Joseph
Music:
First Assembly’s Music Ministry, excerpts from cantata: “Bethlehem Morning”
Location 4: 7:00-7:20 pm
First Presbyterian Church—Jefferson between Washington & Earl Garrett
Speaker:
Rev. Allen Noah, pastor Barnett Chapel United Methodist Church
Topic:
Shepherds / Wise Men
Music:
First Presbyterian’s Chancel Bell Choir
Location 5: 7:30-7:50 pm
First Baptist Church—Washington at Barnett (in gymnasium)
Speaker:
Rev. Charlie McCall, pastor His Hill Bible School
Topic:
Second Coming of Christ
Music:
First Baptist’s Music Ministry

LOST WOMEN OF THE BIBLE BOOK STUDY
The book study, LOST WOMEN OF THE BIBLE: THE WOMEN WE THOUGHT WE KNEW,
by Carolyn Custis James, is for women of all ages. The group will have its last meeting for
the year on Thursday, December 7 at the home of Fran Cox, 2517 Birkdale Lane, Riverhill.
The final meeting will discuss the “Conclusion: Lost and Found”. Refreshments are served
from 5-5:30 pm with the class beginning promptly at 5:30 pm and finishing by 7 pm. St. Peter's will provide the non-alcoholic punch and wine along with volunteers who will bring an
appetizer to share. Hope to see you all there!
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____________________________________________________________________________________
NOISY OFFERING– ALL THREE CHURCH SERVICES
The children of St. Peter’s will be collecting a Noisy Offering on Sunday, December 10 during the 9:30 am
church service. The Noisy Offering collection will benefit Lone Star Santas’ Convoy of Toys
(www.lonestarsantas.org). So, folks be sure and bring those loose coins and dollar bills. Also, the 8 am and
the 11:15 am church service are welcome to bring their coins as well because the buckets will be in the narthex for your monies!!! Thank you EVERYONE!
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Wednesday night suppers continue at 5:45 pm through December 13.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Charlotte Terry Family

We, the family of Charlotte K. Terry, would like to express our gratitude to Fr. Bert for his sympathetic understanding and inspirational homily; David for the beautiful music; Ted, Nicia, Kathryn and Tom for their assistance in the service; John and his team for ushering; Brandy and her helpers for the lovely reception; and
Chrisie and the church staff for their kind support in celebration of the life our beloved wife, mother, and grandmother.
In loving appreciation,
Don Terry and Kathryn Terry Greig

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Friendly Beast Christmas Pageant
The Christmas Pageant is Sunday, December 17 during the 9:30 am church service with punch and cookies
following the service in Tucker Hall. Please contact Linda Jordan at linda@stpeterskerrville.com to let her know
if your child(ren) will be able to participate this year! Youth in 6th through 12th grades are needed as narrators.
On Sunday, December 10th during Sunday school at the 9:30 am church service
the children and youth narrators will be rehearsing. Thank you…
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November Vestry Highlights
The Vestry met on Monday, November 20 at 5:30pm. Fr. Bert opened the meeting in prayer, and at the beginning of
the meeting, the Vestry approved the minutes from the October 16 meeting.
Fr. Bert welcomed Eric Maloney from the Kerrville Fire & EMS Department and Juan Trevizo from the Kerrville Police Department. The rector and vestry had a discussion with the first responders about the general safety of our
campus. Officer Trevizo addressed certain measures to consider with the facilities including the exterior lights of our
campus. In response to the shootings in Sutherland Springs, the discussion was had about how to keep our campus
safe. Subsequent to the meeting, the vestry formally appointed a Safe Campus Committee with the following members: Catherine Kern (co-chair), Eric Maloney (co-chair), Lee Underwood, the Rev. Bert Baetz, Brooksie Bledsoe,
and Stephen Drane. The Safe Campus Committee will report back to the vestry at the December 18 meeting.
Chrisie Jennings, Parish Administrator, presented the financials that she worked on with Catherine Schulte, Treasurer. Previously emailed, October financials showed that our income is down (76%) however so are our expenses
(76%). Our loss for the month is $9,685. Our total loss for the year is 77% (vs. 83% budgeted). So we are fairing
better than budgeted. There is not one overall expense category (i.e. Salaries, General & Admin, etc.) that is over
budget. The Vestry approved the financials.
Barbara Cordova reported on behalf of the Vestry Nominations Committee. The committee is still compiling the list,
and in discussion with the vestry, it was decided that we will close nominations on December 17.
Barbara Cordova reported on behalf of the Personnel & Finance Committee. The committee has had several discussions about an initiative to grow our endowment funds for the purpose of long-term sustainability. Fr. Bert has
shared his support of this initiative and intends to incorporate this initiative into the leadership’s work in the New
Year.
The Personnel & Finance Committee was encouraged by the increased pledges for 2018 while the committee also
addressed the concern of a deficit. Rich Schneider issued a challenge to all vestry members to increase their pledge
for 2018 in order to set an example and serve as good models for spiritual giving. It was suggested by the committee to present a deficit budget to the parish at the annual meeting and encourage increased giving to support our
programs. It would be understood that after 3 to 4 months, the vestry would re-evaluate that budget and determine if
the giving has increased sufficiently to continue with those programs offered. The committee would want to see an
increase to the point where additional programs could be implemented!
Vestry voted to include income and expense figures once a month in the Sunday bulletins.
Deborah Rommel reported on behalf of St. Peter’s School. The School Board has planned a Fundraiser Luncheon
for Tuesday, February 13, and on behalf of the board, Deborah asked vestry members to consider serving as table
captains.
Brooksie Bledsoe reported on behalf of the Newcomers Committee. The party for newcomers at the home of Ellen
and Paul Schoenfield was a huge success, and we will look forward to planning another newcomer party for the
spring.
Lou Ann Maxwell reported on behalf of the ECW. The next ECW general meeting is December 7th at 10:30 am with
the Episcopal School children's Christmas concert followed by Christmas treats & fellowship.
There was no report from the Junior Warden.
Barbara Cordova, Senior Warden, reported to the Vestry. Barbara reported that she had been in touch with Junior
Warden Lee Underwood and that the air conditioner in Tucker Hall is now working. Barbara reminded the vestry
about the Vestry-Choir Christmas party and encouraged everybody to reply to the Underwoods so they will know
how much meat to provide. Barbara also reminded the vestry about Diocesan Council in San Marcos, February 2224. If anybody is interested in serving as delegate, the person should be in touch with Barbara or Fr. Bert. St. Peter’s will host a pre-council meeting of the Northern Convocation on Thursday, Feb. 1 with a light supper at 6:00pm
followed by a meeting at 6:45pm.
Fr. Bert Baetz had previously emailed the Rector’s report. A couple of highlights from his report: 1) In coordination
with the Parish Administrator, Fr. Bert decided to rearrange the office space for some of our staff. The smaller office
closest to the conference room is now the office for the Assistant Priest. The larger middle office adjacent to the rector’s office has now become the office for multiple staff: the Director of Music, Treasurer, and Magdalene House Executive Director. 2) Fr. Bert has scheduled the Vestry Retreat for January 26-27. This year the retreat will begin on
Friday evening with a dinner in town, and the rector and vestry will then spend the day Saturday at the Kroc Center.
Continued on page 13
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Vestry Highlights continued from page 12
For the program, the rector and vestry will welcome the Rev. Lisa Mason (Rector of St. David’s, San Antonio) and
her husband Mr. Kirk Mason (Canon to the Ordinary in DWTX). In 2019, Fr. Bert plans to return to Camp Capers for
the vestry retreat.
Under New Business, the vestry reviewed the outreach designation from 2016 to consider how funds would be designated in 2017. The vestry decided to table that decision until the December meeting.
The rector and vestry closed with the Lord’s Prayer and the meeting adjourned.
The next meeting will be Monday, December 18 at 5:30pm in the Multi-purpose Room of Tucker Hall. As always,
anyone in the parish is welcome to attend. If you wish to be on the agenda and speak, however, please notify the
Rector no later than the previous Wednesday, December 13, when he writes the Agenda and then emails the Agenda to the Vestry.
______________________________________________________________________________________

From Father Mike……
Gosh! Robin and I have been among you as parishioners for three years already, so an introduction seems
hardly necessary. But what I am doing differently among you is stepping into some very large shoes to fill and
follow as Assistant Priest to the Rector. What’s in a priest’s job description, you might
ask? The answer is: pretty much everything. But in my case, it’s whatever Fr. Bert wants
and needs me to do. He’s given me good and useful direction, thankfully: chiefly Pastoral
Care assistance. In a parish of this size and demographics, that’s a hefty assignment!
In one of the Gospels, Jesus tells his disciples that he would not call them servants
(slaves); he would, instead, call them “friends”. Friendship is a kind of love, isn’t it? The
Ancients believed it to be the chiefest form of love. And of course, Jesus took friendship
to the very deepest form of commitment – that of a friend who lays down his/her life for
another. That’s what he did for us.
So, we shall be friends – friends of Our Lord and friends with one another, layering that
friendship with deep Christian care and love over the time that God gives together.
Robin and I have always been and remain happy to be invited to this great parish. And I am delighted to be
connected with you in this new and fresh opportunity.
Blessed Advent to you all,
Mike+

_____________________________________________________________________________________

A Special Sunday, December 3, 2017

11:15 am Worship Service
Lessons and Carols
5:30 pm
“We give glory to God by knowing Christ and making Him known to others.”
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THE COTTAGE SHOP
(830)257-0290
Hours are Tuesday , Thursday, Friday, 9-5PM
or Saturday, 9-1

Cathy Murray has been the C.E.O. for the Cottage
Shop for 25 years! She will be retiring at the end of
December. She has asked “Where are YOU?”
All workers know their jobs. Financials reports
are covered. YOU as a director
will oversee the shop.
Please consider being the YOU the shop needs!

Like” us on Facebook to keep up with our
sales and mark-downs.

SHOP

DONATE

VOLUNTEER

January 21st, 2017
8 am & 10 am worship

ANNUAL MEETING @ 11:15 am

Friday Book Study
We are an ecumenical group that meets every Friday
from 11 to noon in the Audio-Visual Room in the Office Building. We are a study group versus a book
club, which means we go slowly and seek the Holy
Spirit’s guidance as we read and discuss. All are welcome who like to read books that challenge and help
us to grow in God’s love.
We have just started Simplicity: The Freedom of Letting Go by Fr. Richard Rohr. This is a book we read
several years ago, and we decided
it is time to revisit it. A challenging
book? You decide.
“To get a real grasp of the truth of
the Gospel, I believe we have to
enter into solidarity with at least one
person who’s different from us. This
means crossing over the line to the
other side. For example, if you’re
afraid of a certain race or a certain
religion, then the best thing is to
head directly there. If a certain set of people scare
you, then you have to enter into solidarity with them.
We have to view reality from their standpoint. That’s
why Jesus says we have to love our enemies. It’s the
only way to grasp the whole picture. It’s the only way
to learn to love the other side of our soul.”
_______________________________________
$NOVEMBER FINANCIAL UPDATE$
Please know that we thank you so much for your financial
support each year! Your contributions are essential to our
worship, formation, inreach and outreach efforts! As we
are nearing the end of the year, I’d like to ask you to do a
few things, and know a couple others:
1. Please remember to turn in your pledge card for 2018.
Even if you have always given but never turned in an
actual card, having a card helps us to know what we
can count on in the new year (and no, it’s not a binding
contract).
2. If you are not sure of the status of your pledge balance
for 2017, please check with me. It would be most appreciated if pledges were paid in full by year end.
3. If you’ve had a great year and wish to share your financial blessings above and beyond your pledge or normal
giving pattern, please know that we would be honored
to receive. As you’ll recall, we passed a shorttfall
budget in 2017 and any little bit will help in avoiding the
use of endowments to cover this shortfall. If you do
this, let us know by making a notation in the memo
section of your check “shortfall.” Thank you, thank
you, thank you!
4. Speaking of year end, final checks (for contribution
statements/IRS purposes) must be received by
12/31/17 or post-marked 12/31/17.
5. Contribution statements for 2017 will be sent prior to
1/31/18
-Respectfully yours, Chrisie
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DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

Peggy Ann

Eastland

1-Dec

Gloria

Harris

17-Dec

John & Bridget

Ellison

7-Dec

Larry

Spillman

1-Dec

Anna

Herman

17-Dec

Paul & Beverlee

Smith

12-Dec

James

Boyer

2-Dec

Reggie

Tuck

17-Dec

John & Karol

Ellwanger

13-Dec

Ron

Imel

2-Dec

Laura

Beene

18-Dec

Wright & Johanna

Roussel

15-Dec

Nadine

Tune

3-Dec

Lawrence

Hicks

19-Dec

Bert & Sarah

Baetz

22-Dec

Karin

Roethler

3-Dec

Barbara

Cordova

19-Dec

Bob & Debra

Parmley

23-Dec

Jimmy

Jordan Jr.

4-Dec

Jerre

Williams

20-Dec

Chuck & Zona

Berry

27-Dec

Fronie

Shelton

4-Dec

McLeod

Wingert

21-Dec

Randy & Margaret

Scott

27-Dec

Sadie

Harwood

5-Dec

Loretta

21-Dec

Stephen & Jana

Drane

27-Dec

Katie

Poindexter

6-Dec

Robert Ward &

Cornelia Ryon

28-Dec

Barbara

Blackbird

6-Dec

Greg & Lou Ann

Maxwell

29-Dec

Geoff

Thomas

6-Dec

Gabriela
Donald

Munson
Alvarez
Chedzoy
Jackson

6-Dec

22-Dec

29-Dec

Wheat

Jeffery

Smajstrla

Danny

Michael

Mike & Janet

30-Dec

6-Dec

22-Dec

Hamman

Simone

Barkley

Phil & Patricia

Chris

Jim

30-Dec

7-Dec

22-Dec

Williams

Boland

Nelms

Stockton & Leslie

Nicholas

Elaine

Steve

Schulte

7-Dec

Heather

Stebbins

23-Dec

Lillian

Real

7-Dec

Ken

O'Neal

24-Dec

Jim

Avery

7-Dec

Keith

Robbins

25-Dec

Brent

Ives

8-Dec

Peggy

Richter

25-Dec

Collyn

King

8-Dec

Vicki

Wilson

26-Dec

Traci

Hale

8-Dec

Willie

Morales

26-Dec

Pam

Overman

8-Dec

Michael

Kimberly

27-Dec

Acelynn

Thomson

9-Dec

Michael

Cosgrove

27-Dec

Brittney

Modgling

9-Dec

Mason

Tuck

27-Dec

Wayne

Milberger

10-Dec

Michael

McNiel

28-Dec

Jim

Overman

10-Dec

Carly

Scogin

28-Dec

Creed

West

11-Dec

Johanna

Roussel

28-Dec

Laura Ann

Wagner

11-Dec

Sunny

Wood

29-Dec

Anne

Nicholson

11-Dec

Lyla

29-Dec

Scotty

Mosty

12-Dec

Nancy

Earl
Alvarez
Chedzoy

Margaret

Galloway

12-Dec

Cynthia

Hurayt

29-Dec

Lori

Schreiner

12-Dec

George

Hyde

29-Dec

Lynda

Griffin

12-Dec

Rosie

McCollom

29-Dec

Blanks

31-Dec

Sherman

31-Dec

Barbara

Gandy

12-Dec

Amy

Gayle

Bingham

14-Dec

Phyllis

Sean

O'Fiel

14-Dec

Ann

Jackson

14-Dec

Linda

Jordan

16-Dec

Ann

Wickham

16-Dec

Tracy

Hilderbran

16-Dec

Camille

Martin

17-Dec

Grant

Baehre

17-Dec
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FUN DAYS IN DECEMBER
12/1
12/3
12/4
12/7
12/8
12/9
12/12
12/13
12/14
12/16
12/17
12/19
12/22
12/26
12/27
12/28
12/31

Eat a Red Apple Day
Make a Gift Day
Wear Brown Shoes Day
Letter Writing Day
Official Lost & Found Day
CHRISTMAS CARD DAY
Gingerbread House Day
Christmas Jumper Day
Monkey Day
Chocolate Anything Day
Wright Brothers Day
UGLY SWEATER DAY
Date Nut Bread Day
Thank You Note Day
No Interruptions Day
Card Playing Day
Make Up Your Mind Day

29-Dec
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