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A TIME OF CHANGE AND ACTIVITY

AUGUST 2016-2017
This time last year, Stockton Williams was retiring after 14 years as Rector. You were waiting for an Interim who would
begin the middle of August. The Rev. Tom Murray, III was the constant. Kara Joy Baker had been hired as the Choir
Director.
You had experienced change; you were anticipating change; and you are still dealing with change. My time as Interim
has concluded. Tom Murray, Associate Rector, after twelve years, is becoming Rector of Grace Episcopal Church in
Weslaco. You are now waiting for the new Rector, The Rev. Bert Baetz, who begins his work on Sunday, August 27th.
Think about this last year for a moment.
The Search Committee was formed in early September (2016). Construction on the St. Peter’s - Diocese of West Texas Habitat House began that September as well; the completion and blessing of the house took placet his past June
10. Magdalene House will soon be ready to receive the first occupants. Incredible progress has been made under the
direction of Kathy Bogie and a very dedicated board. St. Peter’s school continues to thrive, receiving excellent marks
in every category. Both Magdalene House and St. Peter’s school had very successful fund raising projects this past
spring. A men’s lunch group (P.F.F.) began this past September and we now average fourteen to fifteen present every
Tuesday. Wednesday evening worship, dinner and programs were very well attended and much anticipated. Many of
you attended and were moved by an inspiring Lent program with five different clergy speaking and sharing their faith
journeys. Jane Elwood and Debra Parmley, with a great deal of help from Linda Jordan, Fran Cox, and Barbara Cordova began a new Bible Study, which has been very well received and is ongoing. In the midst of all this, thanks be to
God, we found an excellent organist, Rev. David Miron!
Much of this would not have happened without the presence and hard work of Barbara Cordova, who is in her second
year as Senior Warden. The congregation of St. Peter’s has been, and is, in excellent and capable hands with her
leadership. She has given many hours of service and has been of incredible help to me as your Interim priest.
IT’S BEEN A BUSY AND FULL YEAR.
JANE JOINS ME IN EXPRESSING OUR THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO YOU. IT HAS BEEN A PRIVELEGE TO
BE A PART OF THESE MANY AND VARIED ACTIVITIES . FROM OUR VERY FIRST DAY YOU HAVE MADE US
FEEL WELCOME, PART OF YOUR FAMILY, AND WE THANK YOU! I BELIEVE YOU ARE READY TO RECEIVE
YOUR NEW RECTOR AND HIS FAMILY ...BERT & SARAH BAETZ, ELOISE (7) AND OLIVER (4). IF YOU RECEIVE
THEM AS YOU DID US, ALL WILL BE WELL.
I AM VERY EXCITED ABOUT THE FUTURE OF ST. PETER’S!

The Rev. Richard H. Elwood

______________________________________________________________________________

Technology Roundtable with Chrisie
Bring your IOS (Iphone, Ipad) device or your Android device (cell, tablet) and let’s get you connected to your membership & giving account, and so much more! Each class is limited to 10 people, but don’t worry, t here will be more in
the fall. Be sure you bring any Apple Store or Google Play Store password for downloading the free St. Peter’s app.
Let’s get you up and running with so much information right at your fingertips!

When: Wednesday, August 23rd 2:00 pm, or
Thursday, August 24th, 10:00 am
(RSVP TO ONLY ONE)
Where: Audio-Visual Room (upstairs of office bldg)
Who: YOU! Church and School Families and/or staff alike.
RSVP by August 21st to 830-257-8162 or spec320@gmail.com
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BEST TIMERS

JOIN US FOR

Social hour luncheon! Join us, won’t you?

2
M

We have the BEST TIME!

Meet us Aug. 24th at
11:30AM at:
RSVP to Lynda Griffin at (830) 896-5163
____________________________________________________

Priest’s purse Ministers & Mimosas
Celebration Sunday
For centuries it has been customary in the Episcopal Church for parishioners to present a “purse”
to priests who are departing their service from the
parishioners’ church. The purse represents a financial gift that is given as a manifestation of appreciation for the priest’s loyal service to his or her
parish. Thus, it is very appropriate for us, as parishioners of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, to collect a purse for our dear friend Father Tom as he
heads on to his new pastoral responsibilities as
Rector at Grace Episcopal Church in Weslaco.
How do you thank a man for almost twelve years
of loyal, loving, and dedicated service? Well, in addition to praying for Tom as he heads off to his
new assignment, we can collect a substantial
purse to help facilitate that move, and, more importantly, to express our love for him, Julie, and
Katie, and thank him for all of his efforts on our
behalf over the past twelve years. So please consider contributing to Father Tom’s purse, which
will be presented to him at his going away party
on August 5th. Contributions may be brought to
the church office or placed in the collection
plates on Sunday during services. Please note on
your check that the donation you are making is
for Father Tom’s purse. Because Father Tom will
be leaving next month, please make your contributions as soon as possible. No contributions can
be accepted after August 4th. Also note, unfortunately, that contributions are not tax deductible. Thank you.
_______________________________________________
The news is out. Our new Rector, Reverand Bertrand (Bert)
Baetz, III is on his way. Let’s get out our St. Peter’s nametags
and begin wearing them each Sunday. That way we’ll be back in
the habit by the time he gets here.

August 6th after 10AM SERVICE
Join us in celebrating fr. Tom’s last
Sunday and his 12 years of ministry to
our church. Jane and dick elwood will
also be present to honor father tom
and his family, and you will be able to
greet them and bid them farewell also.

___________________________________________

AUGUST USHER SCHEDULE

10:00 AM SERVICE
August 06– Gail and David Brown
13- Hiram Wilson and Andy Bachofen
What? You cannot find your nametag? Oh, you never ordered
20- Nellwyn Sadler and Jimmy Wheat
one? Well, I’m ready to make one for you. Just email me directly,
Florence Murray, at jfmurray@ktc.com, with your name. I will
27- Sue and Doug Whinnery
make one and have it on the table in the back of the church the
following Sunday. Let me know if you would like it as a pin or
magnet.
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A Message from Fr. Tom

We Keep On, Keeping On
As I pen my last Rock Road article to you my head is swirling with all the thoughts I want to share with you.
My heart is full of the love I have for each one of you and it is also aching just at the thought of not being
with you at St. Peter’s.
Yesterday I had the wonderful gift of meeting your new Rectors wife, Sarah. We simply ran into each other
in the parking lot as she had just picked up all the school enrollment paperwork. She was speaking with
Dave Weekly, who she knew from the Search Committee. We had a great conversation and she conveyed
all the excitement of the entire family joining you as part of the church family of St. Peter’s. I was just finish-

ing a meeting discussing the continuing the various pastoral care ministries that I am involved in at St. Peter’s. Sarah mentioned Bert’s heart for pastoral care in our conversation and I knew in my heart that my passion for pastoral care will continue. It is going to take a little time for Bert and his family to get settled and
accustomed to the community unfortunately needs are not always time conscious but we are trying to think
ahead to plan to help Bert in the meantime. St. Peter’s is an incredible Church Family because we have
such a loving, caring and listening heart for each other. We are true community! I want to encourage you to
keep loving, caring, and listening to one another but to be sure to let the Church know of any of your needs.
I know for a few of weeks as Bert arrives and becomes settled in our community we will have needs. We do
have many retired clergy. Call the office for any formal ministerial needs but also please feel free to call
Dave Weekly at 830-377-2233, Karen Weber at 830-459-3012 and Linda Jordan at 830-928-9453. There
are also opportunities for you to become formally involved to be sure this incredible loving, caring and listening community continues. We are in need of all but especially men who can be involved with Karen Weber’s
tele-visitation committee, weekly hospital visitation and Sunday Holy Communion to the hospital and the
homebound. Please remember we are God’s hands, feet, ears and eyes! I leave you with a blessing that I
sometimes used on Sundays taken from Paul’s closing words to the Church in Philippi:
Finally Beloved,
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you

have learned and received, do;
and the Blessing of the one God, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, be upon you this
day and remain with you always.
Amen
BLESS !!!
Fr. Tom III
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________________________________________________________________________________________

MUSIC MINISTRIES
Our experience of the Divine is in the present moment; we can, like Moses on Mount Horeb, see where God
has been (God’s backside literally, Exodus 33:23); most of us can look back at our lives and see where God
has been at work. But the actual experience of God’s presence, an encounter with the Divine, is only in the
present moment. Worship is designed, mostly through long experience over centuries, to be a way to access
that experience. The Arts, which are human endeavors that place us firmly in the present moment as we
encounter them, are essential to that.
Music is especially so, being a temoral art that keeps us fixed in the present moment through the flow of the
music in our senses. Next time you are listening or singing in church, practice being fully embodied as you
do so: feel your feet on the floor, the hymnal or program min your hands, the cool air entering your nostrils
and lungs as you breathe. Let God’s presence become part of your awareness as you sing. But this comes
with a warning: God’s presence changes us. Don’t say I didn’t tell you…
~David
“We give glory to God by knowing Christ and making Him known to others.”
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SINE DIE – ST. PETER’S SEARCH COMMITTEE

THE COTTAGE SHOP
(830)257-0290
Hours are Tuesday - Friday, 9-5PM
or Saturday, 9-1

Our shop has many great
selections of summer clothes.
Shorts ~ tees ~ shirts ~ cool
skirts ~ etc.
Please come check us out!
Like” us on Facebook to keep up with our
sales and mark-downs.

SHOP

DONATE

VOLUNTEER

A WORD FROM OUR NEW PASTOR:
“Dear St. Peter's Family,

It is with great joy that I have accepted the call to serve as
your next rector. Sarah, Eloise, Oliver, and I look forward
to joining you in the Hill Country and meeting you, our
new parish family.
For the past several months, I have enjoyed learning about
your ministries, your hopes, and your dreams. I am eager
to meet all of you and lead you forward in our common
mission to know Christ and to make him known. We have
an exciting future ahead of us and much to discover in the
Christ to be known among us.
I recall an important quote drawn from the St. Peter's parish profile. An invitation was extended to your next rector
saying, "Come grow with us. Teach us, learn from us. Love
and be loved by us." This is my life's work as a parish
priest. It is a privilege to serve as your next rector and lead
our parish into this life of growing, learning, and loving.
Faithfully,
Bert+

Has it really been a year? Actually, it has been more than a year
since I was approached by Stockton and our Sr. Warden, Barbara
Cordova, to chair the St. Peter’s Search Committee for a new
Rector. And it has been almost a year since the 12 members of
your Search Committee stood in front of the congregation to be
commissioned for our task. I am sure to many of you it has
seemed like an eternity since Stockton preached his last sermon
and rode off into the Hill Country sunset.
But let’s not dwell on that, for a new day is here! By the Grace of
God, the leadership of DWTX staff, and the faithful members of
the Search Committee we have a new Rector. I want to assure
you that each member of the Search Committee has absolutely
no doubt that Bertrand (Bert) Oliver Baetz III, is the person God
has chosen to lead St. Peter’s into the future. He is a Godly man,
married to someone who shares his passion for the Lord and will
compliment his ministry to us all. At this point, his resume, credentials and qualifications have been well documented so all I
need to say is, get ready and hang on!
As I write this to close the book on our committee’s work, I could
not do so without giving some well-deserved thanks. The folks
who worked on this search were faithful, prayerful, and tireless,
but most of all dedicated to allowing God’s Will to take precedence in all they did. We were together from the start in prayer,
worship and fellowship. We now share a bond that will last a life
time.
So, it is with a heart full of joy and thanks that I would like to recognize the following members of your Search Committee: Amy
Ives, Betty Mosty, Deborah Rommell, Kay Hayes, Rebekkah Talarico, Susan Parker, Traci Hale, Dave Weekley, John Elliott, Justin McDonald and Rich Schneider.
Like myself, these individuals gave their time over the last year,
not for praise, thanks, or glory, but because they have an enormous love for St. Peter’s and what God accomplishes through our
parish family. (But if you really want to give them a “thank you”,
don’t mention my name.)
I would also like to thank Bishop Reed and Joann Saylors, Transition Minister, for all the support and guidance they provided. The
process outlined by DWTX kept us on task and with clear goals
throughout. And, of course, we all give a heartfelt thanks to Fr
Elwood, who along with Fr. Tom, has guided us spiritually and
pastorally with grace for all.
So, it is with mixed emotions that I say Sine Die to the St. Peter’s
Search Committee. According to Webster Sine Die means:
“without any future date being designated for resumption”. So, I
take comfort in the fact that there will be no need for a committee
such as this for many years as we enter the “era of Fr. Bert”.
Faithfully,
Mickey Horany,
St. Peter’s Search Committee, Chairman
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AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

Avery

Earl

1-Aug

PJ

Jons IV

15-Aug

Audrey

Schreiner

1-Aug

Ginny

Stehling

15-Aug

Herbert C.

Williamson III

1-Aug

Daniel

Burt

17-Aug

Judy

Carswell

1-Aug

Russell

Baehre Jr.

17-Aug

Maurice

Haufler

2-Aug

Jane

Hicks

17-Aug

Howard

Kiecke

2-Aug

W.F.

Sander

18-Aug

James

Raymond

3-Aug

Daniel

Naredo

19-Aug

Wanda

Brown

3-Aug

Kris

Riojas

19-Aug

Lucy Ann

Pearson

4-Aug

Flora

West

19-Aug

Eleanor

Ingerson

4-Aug

Midge

Glor

19-Aug

Gregory

Maxwell

4-Aug

Susan

Fager

20-Aug

David

Lawrence

5-Aug

Kay

Hayes

20-Aug

Kay

Bruce

5-Aug

Don

Hancock

20-Aug

James

Jones Sr.

6-Aug

Matthew

Parmley

21-Aug

Kacy

Smith

6-Aug

Waynoka

Lawrence

21-Aug

Kelly

Logue

6-Aug

Paul

Oshipp

21-Aug

Brady

Jordan

6-Aug

Dixon

Mosty

22-Aug

Asher

Rowlands

6-Aug

Blake

King

22-Aug

Brooksie

Bledsoe

6-Aug

Kathy

Bogie

22-Aug

Ken

Soderstrom

6-Aug

Lenore

Langsdorf

22-Aug

John
Paul Dennis
Barbara J.

Self

7-Aug

Archer

Lockhart

22-Aug

Simone
Whipple

7-Aug
7-Aug

Whitney

Weinheimer

24-Aug

Deborah

Evans

24-Aug

Alexis

McRoberts

7-Aug

Rebekah

Talarico

25-Aug

Glenda

Price-Coden

7-Aug

Janice

Colley

26-Aug

Keaton
Mary Ellen
Scott

Herman

8-Aug

Carol

Casals

26-Aug

Pamela

McCaskill

27-Aug

Cook
Herman

8-Aug
10-Aug

Kenneth

Booth

28-Aug

Margaret

McBride

28-Aug

Bonnie

Wingert

10-Aug

Linda

Pipkin

28-Aug

Noel B.

Searle

11-Aug

Susie

Potts

29-Aug

James

Cash

12-Aug

Phillip

Cota

29-Aug

Riley

Rector

12-Aug

W. R.

Machen

30-Aug

Taylor

Bergmann

12-Aug

Judy P.

Smith

30-Aug

John

Pike

12-Aug

Marla T.

Edwards

31-Aug

Bruce

Bond

13-Aug

Eric

Maloney

31-Aug

Hinley

Imel

13-Aug

Bobby

Ulich

13-Aug

David

Martin

14-Aug

Joseph H.

Shafer Jr.

14-Aug

Kenneth

Kappler

14-Aug

Lillian

Gabler

15-Aug

James

Raymond

15-Aug
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Sam & Marcia Barrett
Arnold Evans &
Jo-An Robinson-Evans
Scott & Stephanie Herman

3-Aug

Lawrence & Marsha Hofland

4-Aug

Bud & Charlotte Smithson

5-Aug

Larry & Nancy Hunter

6-Aug

Harvey & Tracy Hilderbran

7-Aug

John & Dee Popp

7-Aug

David & Gail Brown

9-Aug

Paul & Chris Simone

9-Aug

3-Aug
3-Aug

Kathryn & Michael Barber

12-Aug

Michael & Julia Cosgrove

12-Aug

Art & Kathy Bogie

14-Aug

Richard & Betty Mosty

21-Aug

Robert & Dianna Rees

21-Aug

Bill & Nancy Muldoon

23-Aug

Herbert & Rebecca Williamson 24-Aug
Roy & Barbara Blackbird

25-Aug

Andy & Carolyn Bachofen

26-Aug

Alan & Corinne Conley

26-Aug

Olaf & Valerie Olsen

26-Aug

R.L. & Dalene Reagan

26-Aug

Frank & Htwe Call

28-Aug
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